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RARE FIRST NEWSPAPER PRINTING OF THE STAR-SPANGLED
BANNER ACHIEVES $325,000

WITH PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN
SOCIETY’S COLLECTION ACQUISITION FUND

NEW WORLD AUCTION RECORD FOR A NINETEENTH CENTURY
NEWSPAPER
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER- Baltimore Patriof &
Evening Advertiser. Baltimore: Munroe & French, No. 54
South Street, 21 September 1814
Estimate: $300.000-500,000

New York — Christie’s is pleased to report that the first dated printing of “The Star-Spangled Banner”
achieved a total of $325,000 on Christie’s online sale platform. This rare newspaper printing was the
first to appear at auction and was available for online bidding from June 2-18, 2020, as part of The
Open Book: Fine Travel, Americana, Literature and History in Print and Manuscript auction during the
Classic Week series of sales. The sale set a world auction record for a nineteenth century
newspaper.

Peter Klarnet, Senior Specialist, Books & Manuscripts remarks: “This extremely rare issue of The
Baltimore Patriot & Evening Advertiser is one of three copies confirmed in existence—two of which
are held by the American Antiquarian Society. We'e thrilled with the result of the sale of this duplicate


https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/open-book-fine-travel-americana-literature-history-print-manuscript/first-dated-printing-star-spangled-banner-103/86958?lang=en-US&LotNumber=103

issue from the Society’s extensive holdings, especially knowing that the hammer proceeds will benefit
their collections acquisitions fund critically important collecting mission.”

Founded in 1812 by printer Isaiah Thomas in Worcester, Massachusetts, The American Antiquarian
Society is one of the oldest learned societies in the United States. Its primary mission is to collect,
preserve and make available material printed in what became the United States from the seventeenth
century through 1876. In 2014, the Society was the recipient of the National Humanities Medal, "for
safeguarding the American story. For more than two centuries, the Society has amassed an
unparalleled collection of historic American documents, served as a research center for scholars and
students alike, and connected generations of Americans to their cultural heritage.”

Tolearn more about this copy of the Star Spangled Banner, please visit our content feature.
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About Christie’s

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had auctionsalesin 2019 that totalled £4.5 billion / $5.8 billion. Christie’s isa name and place that speaks of
extraordinary art, unparalleled service andintemational expertise. Christie’soffersaround 350 auctionsannually in over 80 categories, including all areas
of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Pricesrange from $200 to over $100 million. Christie'salso has a long
and successful history conducting private salesforitsclientsin all categories, with emphasison Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modem, Old
Masters and Jewellery.

Alongside regular salesonline, Christie’shasa global presence in 46 countries, with 10saleroomsaround the world including in London, New York, Paris
Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zirich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai.

*Please note whenquoting estimates above that otherfees will apply in additionto the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back
of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do notinclude buyer's premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’'s premiumand are reported net of applicable fees.
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