
 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  |  N E W  Y O R K  |  F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E :  1 9  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0  

 

CHRISTIE’S TO HOLD LIVE AUCTION OF 

AMERICAN ART ON OCTOBER 28 

 
Andrew Wyeth (1917-2009), Crescent, 1987. $600,000-800,000 © 2020 Andrew Wyeth / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York 

NEW YORK – On October 28, Christie’s will present its live auction of American Art, which will include highlights 

across the genres of the category, from Modernist works by Milton Avery and Charles Demuth to nineteenth-century 

paintings by Albert Bierstadt and James Buttersworth. Among the auction highlights is a strong selection of American 

Impressionism by artists including Edmund Tarbell and Guy Rose, as well as 20th Century Realism by Andrew Wyeth 

and sculptures by Augustus Saint-Gaudens and Elie Nadelman. The sale offering complements the landmark collection 

of Western American art in The Legend of the West: Iconic Works from the T. Boone Pickens Collection, which will 

also be sold at Christie’s on October 28 at noon, prior to the American Art sale at 2pm.  

A preview exhibition will be held at Christie’s Rockefeller Center galleries, and will be open by appointment only from 

October 24-28. Appointments may be made by contacting info@christies.com. 

Leading the auction is Andrew Wyeth’s Crescent, 1987 ($600,00-800,000). A vision of Christmas tradition within 

Wyeth’s everyday life in Pennsylvania, Crescent is imbedded with symbols of both hope and passing, light and 

darkness, palpable materiality and uncanny ambiguity. As a result, like all of Wyeth’s best works, the image transcends 

specifics of time and place to create a lingering impression of stillness and mystery. 

The strong selection of American Impressionism is highlighted by Edmund Tarbell's My Wife Emeline in a 

Garden which superbly demonstrates his extraordinary Impressionist palette and is a testament to Tarbell’s renown as 

leader of the Boston School of painters (estimate: $500,000-700,000). Guy Rose’s In the High Canadian Rockies 

(Sublimity) captures the ethereal beauty of the rugged and dramatic Rocky Mountain landscape in Rose’s unique 

American Impressionist style (estimate: $400,000-600,000). Another fine example of Impressionism is 

Daniel Garber’s June, an especially rare and unique work by the artist which is one of only a handful of the artist's 

known paintings to depict figures within his tapestry-like Pennsylvania landscapes (estimate: $250,000-350,000). 

https://www.christies.com/salelanding/index.aspx?lid=1&intsaleid=28503&action=sort&sortby=ehigh&saletitle=#lot_6286896
http://www.christies.com/pickens
mailto:info@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/andrew-wyeth-crescent-6286873-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6286873


A highlight of the 19th Century works is Albert Bierstadt’s Seal Rock, Farallon Islands, 1872 ($400,000-600,000), 

which captures in stunning detail the marvelous light and awe-inspiring power of nature, depicting the misty air, rocky 

shore and captivating fauna characteristic of the San Francisco coastline. These qualities make Albert Bierstadt’s 

depictions of Seal Rock among his most celebrated West Coast subjects. A modernist highlight of the sale is 

Charles Demuth’s Houses, a refined example of the artist’s mastery of watercolor with a vivacious composition 

exploring color, form, light and texture. Abby Aldrich Rockefeller purchased Houses in 1930 as part of her notable 

collection of Demuth watercolors and the work is being sold from the collection of her descendants Abby and George 

O'Neill.  

Sculpture featured in sale includes Elie Nadelman’s Tango (estimate: $250,000-350,000), Augustus Saint-Gaudens 

The Puritan (Samuel Chapin) (estimate: $200,000-300,000) and Frederic Remington’s The Mountain Man (estimate: 

$150,000-250,000).  

  

 

LOT 140 
Guy Rose (1867-1925) 

In the High Canadian Rockies 
(Sublimity) 

$400,000-600,000 
 

LOT 143 
Edmund C. Tarbell (1862-

1938) 
My Wife Emeline in a Garden 

$500,000-700,000 
 

LOT 105 
Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902) 
Seal Rock, Farallon Islands 

$400,000-600,000 
 

 

 

 

LOT 141 
Daniel Garber (1880-1958) 

June 
$250,000-350,000 

 

LOT 149 
Elie Nadelman (1882-1946) 

Tango 
$250,000-350,000 

 

LOT 113 
Charles Demuth (1883-1935) 

Houses 
$100,000 -150,000 
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had auction sales in 2019 that totalled £4.5 billion / $5.8 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that 

speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 
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including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 

Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, 

Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 

Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 

the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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