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CHRISTIE’S TO OFFER  

PROPERTY FROM THE COLLECTION OF  

MARY M. AND ROBERT M. MONTGOMERY 

HIGHLIGHTED BY REMARKABLE JEWELRY AND 

IMPORTANT WORKS BY TIFFANY STUDIOS   

  
Left: Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. | 11 December 2020 | Tiffany Studios, ‘Wisteria’ table lamp 

with ‘Tree’ base, 1905, leaded glass, patinated bronze | $500,000-700,000 

Right: Magnificent Jewels | December 8 2020 | (Top) Diamond Ring, rectangular-cut diamond of 7.04 carats | $100,000-150,000 

(Bottom) Diamond Ring, rectangular-cut diamond of 13.63 carats | $200,000-300,000 

NEW YORK – Christie’s is honored to have been entrusted with Property from the Collection of Mary M. 

and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr., which will be offered across a range of live and online sales during the 

remainder of 2020 and into 2021. The Montgomerys created an enduring legacy over the course of their 

lives together, which mixed a sweeping range of philanthropic endeavors with the focused creation of their 

exceptional personal collection of decorative and fine arts, objects and jewelry. The couple’s passion and 
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discernment is clearly demonstrated in the strength of the 

present collection. Included within this grouping is the 

Montgomerys’ extensive collection of leaded-glass lamps and 

objects  by Tiffany Studios, which will be sold in a dedicated 

auction on December 11, the same day as the New York Design 

sale. Also highlighting the collection are several remarkable 

examples of Mrs. Montgomery’s jewelry, which will be included 

in the Magnificent Jewels sale on December 8.  Extraordinary 

silver and strong examples of 20th century fine art from the 

collection will be offered in 2021.  

Tiffany Studios, ‘Orange Tree’ ceiling light, leaded glass, patinated bronze, $150,000 – 200,000 

Alex Heminway, International Head of Design, Christie’s, remarked: “It is the greatest privilege to work 

on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery, who collected with great passion across multiple categories, most 

significantly in jewelry and in early twentieth-century design, specifically leaded glass lamps and objects by 

Tiffany Studios. The latter group, a jewel box of Tiffany highlights, comprises iconic trophies like the 

“Wisteria” table lamp; the “Pebble”, a crowd pleaser (and Mrs. Montgomery’s favorite lamp); and alluring 

rarities like the “Orange Tree” ceiling light. The Montgomerys cherished these beauties for decades; it is 

therefore an opportune moment for the market —  both seasoned collectors and new buyers alike — to 

share in the Montgomerys’ delight.”  

Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr., dedicated themselves to the arts, both in their private collecting 

and in their hometown community of Palm Beach. They are recognized as deeply committed members of 

their community, as ardent lovers of the arts and as benefactors of culture. Beyond their own collection, 

which includes pieces from multiple artistic movements and collecting categories, Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery 

maintained a passionate commitment to the thriving cultural scene of Palm Beach. 

The Montgomery’s fostered an appreciation for theater and music as well as the visual arts, and the couple 

sought to support the local institutions that enabled wide access to these cultural tenants. An aficionado of 

the opera, Mr. Montgomery was Chairman of the Board of his cherished Palm Beach Opera for 25 years, 

and, throughout that time, he and Mrs. Montgomery generously contributed to its programming. Mr. 

Montgomery was also a principal benefactor of the Raymond F. Kravis Center for the Performing Arts, an 

institution widely regarded as having changed the cultural landscape of Palm Beach. Alongside their support 

of the Armory Art Center in West Palm Beach, the Montgomerys founded the Palm Beach Institute of 

Contemporary Art. 

Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr., 11 December 2020  

The dedicated sale of Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. on 

December 11 will encompass 35 examples from the couple’s celebrated collection. Over the course of two 

decades, the Montgomerys assembled exceptional works by Tiffany in a grouping that showcases the full 

grandeur of Tiffany's artistry in glass. Highlights include an exceedingly rare ‘Orange Tree’ Ceiling Light; a 

striking ‘Pebble’ Table Lamp — Mrs. Montgomery’s favorite — constructed with pebbles collected by Louis 

Comfort Tiffany on the shores of Long Island; as well as iconic ‘Wisteria’ and ‘Laburnum’ Table Lamps. 



   
TIFFANY STUDIOS 

‘Laburnum’ table lamp with ‘Twisted 
Vine’ base, c. 1915, leaded glass, gilt-

bronze 
$200,000-300,000 

 
 

TIFFANY STUDIOS 
‘Pebble’ table lamp with ‘Pepper’ base, c. 

1901–1904, Favrile and leaded glass, 
patinated bronze 

$100,000-150,000 
 

TIFFANY STUDIOS 
‘Wisteria’ table lamp with ‘Tree’ base, 
1905, leaded glass, patinated bronze 

$500,000-700,000  

Magnificent Jewels, 8 December 2020 

Continuing to illustrate Mrs. Montgomery’s discerning taste and passion for extraordinary objects are the 

examples from her jewelry collection, which will be offered in Christie’s auction of Magnificent Jewels on 

December 8 in New York. The selection presented for sale includes a 13.63 carat rectangular cut diamond 

ring (pictured on page one), a Cartier ruby and diamond fringe necklace, and a suite of colored sapphire 

and diamond ‘Fuji Yama’ Jewellery by Marina B. 

 

  
MARINA B 

Suite of coloured sapphire and diamond  
‘Fuji Yama’ jewellery 

Estimate: $20,000-30,000 

CARTIER 
Burma ruby and diamond necklace, circa 1955 

Estimate: $150,000-250,000 
 

 

Please find more information on the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. here. 
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Property from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr., will be included in the 

following sales: 

Jewels Online | 18 November – 1 December 2020 
First Open Online | 1–15 December 2020 
Magnificent Jewels | 8 December 2020 
Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. | 11 December 2020 
Important American Furniture, Silver and Folk Art | January 2021 
Christie’s 100 | 1 February 2021 
Creating Space Design Online | 1 March 2021 
Contemporary Edition | 3 March 2021 
The Collector | 8 April 2021 

 
 

Press Contacts: (Design) Rebecca Riegelhaupt | RRiegelhaupt@christies.com | 212-636-2680 
(Jewels) Jennifer Cuminale | JCuminale@christies.com | 212-636-2680 

 
About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had auction sales in 2019 that totalled £4.5 billion / $5.8 billion. Christie’s is a name and place that 

speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 

including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 

Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, 

Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 

Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 

the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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