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JEAN-ETIENNE LIOTARD (Geneva1702-1789)
Portrait of Philibert Cramer
with period frame and glass
pastel on blue paper, mounted on canvas
25x 21%in. (63.5x53.8cm)
$400,000-600,000

New York — Christie’s online auction Old Master & British Drawings including property from The Cornelia Bessie Estate will be
offered for sale 14-28 January and will feature works from the 15" to the 19" centuries, with a particular focus on drawings by
some of the greatest 18" century French artists.

A rare highlight of the auction appearing on the market for the first time is Jean-Etienne Liotard’s pastel Portrait of Philibert
Cramer, one of Voltaire’s publishers, which is offered by his descendants (estimate: $400,000-600,000). The dashing sitter is
identified on a label on the back of the canvas as Philibert Cramer (1727-1779), who together with his brother Gabriel, were the
principal publishers of Voltaire and responsible for the first editions of major works such as the novel Candide. Liotard is closely
associated with the medium of pastel and the portrait is a striking demonstration of his art, characterized by originality and a
sense of realism.

The estate of Cornelia Bessie features a strong group of 18" century works including an important wash drawing of The Flight
into Egypt by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo which exhibits incredible freshness and was once owned by Prince Alexis Orlov

(estimate: $200,000-300,000). Another highlight of the Cornelia Bessie collection is an enchanting red-chalk figure study Young
woman dozing by Jean-Honoré Fragonard (estimate: $300,000-500,000).


https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/jean-etienne-liotard-geneva-1702-1789-53/111836
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/lots/1982

The sale features thirteen sheets from Fragonard’sillustrations for Ludovico Ariosto’s Orlando furioso, the popular sixteenth-
century epic poem, which is offered from the Collection of Nina R. and Arthur A. Houghton, Jr (estimates range from $15,000-
30,000). The thirteen examples have been kept together since Fragonard's death and are likely the largest group available in
private hands. A red-chalk Study of the head of a woman by Jean-Baptiste Greuze highlights the group from The Collection of
Nina Griscom (estimate: $70,000-100,000). Rounding out the selection by French artists is a large drawing by Laurent de La
Hyre related to his Binding of Isaac in Reims (estimate: $80,000-120,000).

Among the Italian drawings are rare works such as asketch for a painting by the 15" century Roman artist Antoniazzo Romano,
an architectural drawing by architect Vincenzo Scamozzi, the pupil of Palladio, and a drawing of The Nativity by Giovanni
Benedetto Castiglione. Northern drawings include Jan Siberecht’s Study of an old gnarled tree, a selection of works from the
Rembrandt School, a pastel family portrait by Cornelis Troost, as well as one of the finest early copies after Direr's Hare.

LOT 30 LOT 39 LOT 17
JEAN-BAPTISTEGREUZE JEAN-HONORE FRAGONARD GIOVANNIBATTISTATIEPOLO (Venice 1696-
(Tournus1725-1825 Paris) (Grasse 1732-1806 Paris) 1770 Madrid)

Study of the head of a woman looking to the right, Ayoung woman dozing The Flightinto Egypt
herhairinacap traces of blackchalk, red chalk blackchalk, pen and brown ink, brown wash
red chalk 9% x 7% in. (24 x 19 cm) 16% x11%in. (42.5 x 30 cm)
145x11in. (38 x28 cm) $300,000-500,000 $200,000-300,000

$70,000-100,000

LOT 34 LOT 4 LOT 23
LAURENT DE LA HYRE (Paris 1606-1656) ANTONIO DI BENEDETTO AQUILO DEGLI MUNICH SCHOOL, EARLY 17TH CENTURY
The Binding of Isaac AQUILI, CALLED ANTONIAZZO ROMANO The hare
with inscription ‘La Hire’(onthe mount) (Rome circa 1435/1440-1508) with Direr's monogram and date ‘AD 1502’
blackand white chalkon light brown paper The Nativity of Christ with Saint Lawrence watercolorand bodycolor, on paperlaid down on
12 x 15%in. (30.5x39.1 cm) with inscription ‘D’Alessio Baldovinetti’ panel
$80,000-120,000 pen and brown ink, brown wash 5% x 77 in. (15x18.1 cm)
10x 8in.(25.3x20.2 cm) $40,000-60,000

$80,000-120,000


https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/jean-baptiste-greuze-tournus-1725-1825-paris-30/111729
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/jean-honore-fragonard-grasse-1732-1806-paris-39/111816
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/giovanni-battista-tiepolo-venice-1696-1770-madrid-17/111808
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/laurent-de-la-hyre-paris-1606-1656-34/111794
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/antonio-di-benedetto-aquilo-degli-aquili-called-antoniazzo-romano-rome-4/111690
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/old-master-british-drawings-including-property-cornelia-bessie-estate/munich-school-early-17th-century-23/111812

View ing is by appointment only, January 20-28 2021
20 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 10020

Hours
Monday—Saturday 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
Sunday 1:00 PM-5:00 PM
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About Christie’s

Christie’sis a name and place that speaksof extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Founded in 1766 by JamesChristie, Christie's
has conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctionsthrough the centuriesproviding a popular showcase forthe unique andthe beautiful. Christie’soffers
around 350 auctionsannually inover 80 categories, including all areasof fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, andmore. Prices
range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’salso hasa long and successful history conducting Private Salesforclients and online salesare offered year-
round across all categories. Christie’sglobal presence isspread across a network of international saleroomsand 61 representativesand offices. Christies.com
providesdetailed articlesand videoson the objectsoffered for sale alongside the latest advancesin digital viewing tools to make Christie’saccessible to all.

*Please note when quoting estimates above that otherfees will apply in additionto the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the
sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer's premium Sales totals are hammerprice plus buyer's premiumand are reported net of applicable fees.
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